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Jewishleaders 

offer support to 
'vilified' Dale 
Farm Travellers 

Matthew Taylor 

Members of the Jewish community 
visited the Dale Farm Travellers’ camp 
yesterday to offer their support to 400 
people facing evict ion from the green belt 
site in Essex. 

On Friday a UN committee called on the 
government to suspend the "immature j 
and unwise” eviction, saying It would 
"disproportionately affect the lives of the 
Gypsy and Traveller families, particularly 
women, children and older people". 

1 he camp has also received support 
from Franciscan monks, who last week 
blessed tin* site, as well as Anglican and 
Catholic bishops. 

Kabbi Janet Burden said: "People may 
riot be aware that the Travellers, along 
with the Gypsies and a limited number i 
of other groups with similar lifestyle pat 
lene.. ,(»<• i.illy recognised as ethnic 
minorities, just like our own Jewish com 
munlty. As such, they deserve protection i 
under European human rights law." 

burden compared the ‘'vilification’' 
ot Travellers to the <hs( rirnination Jews | 
faced in the first half of the 20th century. 
"The language used clearly echoes the 

rhetoric of antisemitism, "she said. "If you 

don’t believe this, have a look at the web- 
site jewify.org for examples of newspaper 
articles which subst it ute t he word Jew for 
Gypsy or Traveller. The results are quite 
chilling. I believe that the obligation to 
protect t his ethnic minority’s way oflife is 
a human r ights issue that, in this particu- 

The language used 
against the Travellers 
echoes the rhetoric 
of antisemitism' 

I.11 and unusual case, may need to trump 
the planning law designed to protect the 
green belt." 

l ire Jewish “solidarity group” attended 
a number of workshops at the site to 
discuss the campaign and the plight of 
Traveller families. 

Last week Thomas Hammnrberg, the 
Council of Europe’s commissioner for | 
human rights, warned there was a great ; 
rlskofhuman rights violations if the coun- * 
t il pressed ahead with its proposals. 

“Ifthey go ahead with the eviction that j 
would hr* very immature and unwise," 

Hammarberg sold. 

"The only way to do t his is for the gov- 
ernment or the authority in Uasildon to 
appoint people who have trust on both j 
sides to find an agreed solution," 

Tony Boll, leader of Busildon council, j 
li»e> repeatedly defended the eviction 
‘■JViiig the proposals have been tested 
through the courts, 

"Everyone is entitled to their views," 
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Viewed by security officials in an enclosed spokesman- 
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The old scanner, left, shows the torso; 
the new, right, uses cartoon-like images 


security checks. The US Transn™* ° f 
Security Administration U developing" 
programme that would favour low rfsk 
travellers if they supply advance infor- 
mation such as frequent-flyer details 
and travel records, allowing them to pass 

through security areas more quickly 

BAA has already introduced a new level 
of security at Heathrow by training staff 
m behavioural detection. Staff have been 
trained to detect suspicious or anomalous 
behaviour by travellers. If staff remain 
concerned after questioning them, those 
passengers are then referred to immigra- 
tion officers or police. 


VAN ' It 

■eland 

AND YOHR GOLF BAG GOES FREE* 




k V <l 


Fly from one of 13 UK airports to any of 6 Irish airports between the 1st of September 
and November 7th and your golf bag flies free.* 

Play the golf courses that have bred Ireland's Majors winners. Spectacular links lush 
parkland, Ireland has it alt. And of course, because this is Ireland when the 
round is over, the fun is fnly beginning. And don't forget it’s Eurono 
versus USA when The 2*11 Solheim Cup comes to Killeen Casti* 

Ireland between 23rd land 25th September. Time to Plavi’ 

Visit discoverireland.com/golf a Y 
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